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SI R, 


Ince I have known you ſo long, I am ſorry I knew you 
no better. I afſure you | intended to treat you as an 
entire Friend, but you. wreſt my words to a harſh con- 
ſtruGion, For Mr. S:-- he was ſo far from giving any 

f partial account, that he did not ſo much as poſitively 
- fay, you had left our Communion. -I confeſs upon a vehe- 
- ment ſuſpicion (for which we had other grounds) I took the 
| freedom to tell you (what would fall under every ordinary ap- 
* prehenſion,)that your departure would unavoidably expoſe you 
| untocenſure. That ſome would iwpute it toa hot head, others 
- toa weak Judgment, and a third ſort perhaps to diſcontent, that 
| you were not gratified according to your great merits, Herein, 
| Sir, L only plaid the part of a Rehearſal. For wy own part, in 
| A 3 imputing. 


(2). | 
impating what I had heard of you to a fit of the Spleen, I gave 
anevidence of my Charity, in regard you had formerly com- 
Plain'd of ſuch a fit as had unhing'd your faculties and ſtifled 
"your Pen into a long ſilence ; and ſure,] could never reckon that 
fora faultin you, which I knew to be your infelicity and affli- 
Qion. Hitherto therefore my carriage was very innocent. And 
(when 1 long'd ſo much to hear from you) if I were a little im- 
patient at the diſappointmen!, yet a litcle ingenuity would have 
given it a better interpretation than the want of common pru- 
dence ;and a faſt Friend would have taken it for an argument of 
a fincere affetion, However 1 muſt lament my own loſs that 
what you intended for my information was, by ſuch an unfortu. 
nate miſadventure, caſt into the common lot of waſte Paper. But 
whatever_the conceprion was which thoſe Letters nnſcarried 
with, theſe give me an intimarion of your preſent change: And 
ro queſtion whether this were Mutatio de xtre Altiſſimi,a change 
wrought by the right hand of the Moſt High, were, no doubt,in 
your judgment to make a breach upon Charity and Prudence 
both together. Yer ſeeing you appland your ſelf (as all ſuch 
Proſehytes uſe todo) that you have changed Opinion into Faith, 
and Doubtfulnef into Infallibility ; give me leave, for once, to 
enquire into the real advantage, you flatter your ſelf to have 
purchaſed by your Separation from us. | In order hereto I pray 
reſolve me where the Infallibiliry is lodged, which you ſo much 
boaft of; I preſume you will not ſay, you have it in your own 
boſom ; for rhat would ſmell a little roo rank of arrogance ; if 
you ſay, 'tis lodged inthe perſon of the Pope, that is rendred 
very improbable, becauſe ir was not long fince one of them 
profeſfed that he was no Theologue, and conſequently not fir to 
determine a poiyt of Faith; and if we may believe ſome of the 
Romen Writers (beſides Schiſm)Hereſy, Infidelity and Atheiſm, 
have been found amongſt them. And this Do&rine is ſo falſe and 
fcandalovs, that Mr.J/hite makes it more criminal and damnable 
than deflonring of holy Virgins upon the Holy Altar +, 

2, Tf you place your Infallibility in the diffufive body of the 
Clergy, or of Chriſtians in general, That will be of no more 
| advantage 


—_— 


—_—_— 
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advantage to the determination of Controverſies than the pri- 


vate Spirit, that is utterly unprofitable and uſeleſs 3 for why 
may we not find it then, in Biſhop 4ndrews as well as in Befar- 
mine, in Biſhop Senderſon as well as in Cajeran, and in Dr, Ham- 
mond as well as in Stapleton ? | | 

3. If you lodge it in General Councils, there we are ready 
to joyn iſſue with you. For thoſe which are truly ſuch, we have 
the greater veneration for. And] will give you one inſtance 
in watter of Faith, that ſhall make it evident beyond contra- 
dition, (for watter of JuriſdiQion afterward.) * In the 
*Third general Council held at Epheſus, Decrevit Sanfta Syne- 


© das now licere cuiquam aliam fidems afferre, vel ſeribere, wel com: > nom 
«« ponere prefer ea, que a Sanitis Patribus Niczz Congregatis, Eph ha- 
© iu Santo Spiritu definits eff---&c. The Holy Synod hath de- edna 


*« creed, Thar it ſhall noc be lawful for any one to bring in or Codex 


& alledge, to write or compoſe any other Faith beſides that pr gg 
4 1. 


« which is defined by the Holy Fathers aſſembled at Nice, with yerſCap, 
&« the (aſſiſtance of the) Holy Ghoſt, This Canon, which the 177- 
Church of Exgland obſerves inviolable, the Church of Rowe 
doth egregiouſly prevaricate ; witneſs the Faith compoſed, after 

the Council of Treas, by Pope Piss the Fourth, which is ſo- 
temnly ſworn by all the Clergy in the Church of Rome at this 
day. If you ſay, this was not another Faith, nor any addition 

ro the Ancient Creed , but only an explication of it, the very 
letter of that Symbol will evince the contrary ; and to uſe your 
own expreſſion, that defence dwindles into more Evaſion. Let 

the Reader Judge by the watter of Fa& and the Obſervations 


following. 


The Confeſſion of Faith, by Pope Pius, according to the Council 
of Trent ſet forth =— 1564. 


« | A. B. doſtedfaſtly believe and profeſs, all and fingular 

« the Contents of that Symbol of Faith which the holy Roman 
© Church uſeth ; That is to ſay, 

' I believe in one God the Father Almighty, maker of Heaves 

and Earth, and of all things viſible and inviſible, aud iu ont Ns 

| eſas 


=>... Ad 
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< * 8 
Jeſus Chriſt, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 
before all worlds, God of God, light of light, wery God of very 

TheComn. G94 Pegorren not made, being of one ſubſtance with the Father, by 
TheCou- hom all things were made ; who for us men and for onr ſalvation 
confiſied carve down from heaven, and Was incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt of 
Co frown the Virgin Mary, and was made man; "and was crucified alſo for 
ll arts of #s ##der Pontius Pilate, be ſuffered, 4nd was buried, and roſe a- 
theworid, 159 the third day accoraing 1 the Scriptures, and afcenaed into 


Eaſt on, Heaven, and fitteth on the right hand of God the Father ; and 


was held be ſhall come again with Glory to judge both the quick andthe 


* p wo dead: whoſe Kingdom ſball have no end. 4nd | believe in the 
of conſtan- Holy Ghoſt, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth fromthe 


| Fa *n the Fathr and the Son: who with the Father and the Son together i 
enth, \ſbipped and zbrified, who ſpake by the Prophets. And1 believe 


Th=Coun- 0 F 
il of T'ent one Catholick and Apoſtolick Church : | acknowledge one Baptiſm 


was not for the remiſſion of ſis 3 and | look for the Reſurrection of the 
the year dead, and the Life of the World to come. Amen, 


1545. and ("Thus far is the Faith of the Council of Nice, to which the 


oy 5 _ Pop? adds theſe Articles f lowing $1 ; bd 
wherein 1 do ſtedfaſily admit and embrace Apoitolical and Eccleſpaſticel 
wereinall, th thth the Obſervations and Conſtitutions 0 
were Traditions, with t e reſt of the Obſ. Hons of 
gates, Car. the ſame Church. | admit alſs of the holy Scripture, according 
os Ab- to that ſenſe, which hath been held, and « held by the holy Mother 
you hoon the Church, whoſe office it # 40 jndge of the true ſenſe and inter- 
but 255. pretation of the Holy Scriptures : Nor will 1 ever receive or i1- 
and moſt gp,pret the ſame, but according to the unanimous conſent of the 
of them .,. *. ' 
lem Fathers, | profeſs alſo, that there are ſeven Sacraments of the 


the Popes yew Law, t1uly and properly ſo called, inſtituted by Jeſus Chrift 
>» #77 wr Lond, dad egos to the Salvation of Mankind, though all of 


Lud.Bail. . : © . 
Sum. Cacil, them be mot neceſſary for every man ; That is to ſay, Baptiſi m,Con- 


——_ 1+?- fimaclon, the Euchariſt, Penance, Extreme UnGion,Orders, and 
- Edit.Parif, Matrimony : and that they ao confer Grace ; and among ſt theſe, 
1659. that Baptiſm, Confirmation and Orders, cannot be repeated withont 
Sacriledge. | do alſo recerve and admit all the received and ap- 

proved Rites of the Catbolick Church inthe ſolemn adminiſtration 

of all the aforeſaid Sacraments. | do receive and embrace all and 

| 5 ſingular 


vw 
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ſingular the things which were defined by the holy Sywad of Trent, 
concerning Original Sin and Juſtification : I profeſs likewiſe, that 
in the Sacrifice of the Maſs there « = unto God 4 tra, 
proper , and propitiatory Sacrifice for the living and dead 5 and 
that in the moſt holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is verily, 
really and ſubitantially the Body and Bliud , together with the 
Sonl and ———— our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; and that there is 
made (therein) « change of the whole am of the Bread into 
his body, and of the whole ſubſtance of the Wine into his bloud ; 
which change the Catholick, Church calls Tranſubſtantiation. 1 
do alſo confeſs, that Chriſt whole and entire , and the true Sacra- 
ment is received in etther kind alone. | do ſtedfaſtly hold; that 
there is. « Purgatory, and that the Souls detained therein are 
relieved by the Suffrages of the Faithful, Likewiſe alſo, that 
the Saints reigning together with Chriſt, are to be worſbipped and 
prayed unto ; and that they do offer np prayers unto God for us. 
And that their Reliques are to be had in veneration, | do muſt 
ftedfaftly affirm, that the Images of Chriſt, of the (Bleſſed ) 
Virgin, the OE God, and of other Saints, are to be had 
and kept, and « due honour and veneration to be given unto them. 
Alſo, that the power of Indulgences was left by Chrift unto his 
Ghnrch ; and | affirm , that the uſe of them is very ſalutary 
( and beneficial) to Chriſtian people: 1 acknowledge the holy 
Catholick and Apoſtolick Roman Church to be the e Mojher and 
eMiſtreſs of all Churches, A nd I promiſe and ſwear true obe- 
dience to the Pope of Rome, ſucceſſor to B, Peter, Prince of the 
Apoſtles, and the Vicar of Chriſt, 1 do alſo undoubtedly receive 
axd profeſs all things elſe, which are delivered, defined and de- 
clared by the ſacred Canons and general Councils, and eſpecially by 
the moſt holy Synod of Trent. And I ao likewiſe condemn, re- 
:ech and anathematize all things that are contrary, and all Here- 
fries whatſoever , which are condemned , rejeited and anathema- 
tized by the Church. This true Catholick Faith, without which 
no man can be ſaved , which at this preſent I do freely profeſs 
and truly ' bold, by Gods help, I will moſt conſtantly to the very 
laſt breath of my life, intirely and MET hold and cafe the 

ſame, 


* Licet in- 
terdum a 
fidelibus 
ut pium & 
conducibi- 
bile ad or- 
dinem & 
decorum 
admitta- 
tur. 

In the Mar- 
gin of that 
Article. 


& 


(6) 


ſame, and takg care, a mach 4s in me lies, that the ſame (ball be 


held, taught and preached by all my Subjeits, or all thoſe under 
my care and charge, in reſpect of my Funition. This I A.B. do 
promiſe, vow, aud ſmear, So God be my help, and theſe his holy 
Goſpels. 

This is the Creed of Pope Pixs, according to the Council 
of Trent, Now betwixc theſe Articles and thoſe of the 
Church of England there is a vaſt difference, both 1. In the 
watter; and 2. In the zapoſition ; and 3. In the end of 


them, : 
1. For che Matter of theſe Articles : Thoſe of the Church 


of England are not to be believed as Articles of Faith, no 
further than they can approve themſelves tobe contained in the 
holy Scriptures; for thus we are taught in the Sixth of theſe 
Articles. 

« Holy Scripture contaigeth all things neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, ſo that whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be 
& proved thereby*, is not to be required of any man, that ir 
<« ſhould be belived as an Article of the Faith, or be thoughc 
<« requiſiie or neceflary to ſalvation. But amongſt the Articles 
of Faith enjoyned by Pope Pius, ſome are quite beſide the 
Holy Seripture, ſome againſt it 5 ſowe are mere ſpeculations of 
the Schools, and athers but probable, and matters of doubtful 
diſputation. For inſtance; (1) The mulciplication of Ad- 
vocates and Ghoſtly Patrons: (2) The Sacrifice of the e Maſs : 
(3) The Adoration of the Hoff: (4) The power of Indul- 
gences ; as they are maintained and praiſed in the Church of 
Rowe. Theſe are, at leaſt beſides the Holy Scripture, 

(1) The Iyvecation of Saints, and veneration of Images (as 
practiſed generally by the Common people, according to their 
Books. ) 

( 2) The publick Service of the Church in an «nknown 
Tongue. The adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, ordinarily 
to the people, but in ewe kind: And that the Church of Rome 
is the Mother and Miſtreſs of all other Churches. Theſe are 
againſt Scripture, 


(3) Tranſub+ 


Sw. 
UMI Y 


(34) 


(3) Tranſnbftentiatiov (whatſoever it ſignifies more than a 


- Real preſence, and the benefits which flow from It) with the 


unaccountable hypotheſes which depend upon it : And Pur- 
gatory, as its blown up into Climzrical flames by the School- 
men z with the means and manner of deliverance out of it, 
are no better than Scholaſtical ſpeculations. And many of 
the reft valued bur as probabilities, or matters of doubrful dif- 
putation, 

2. For the impoſition of theſe reſpeive Articles the difle- 
rence is vaſt, For thoſe of Pope Pins we bave not only, 
*« I receive, admit and embrace (this Faith ;) not only, I do 
* affirm and aknowledge, conſtantly hold and moſt ſedfaſtly 
© afſert it: not only, I do with a ſtedfaſt Faith believe and 
** profeſyit ; but under the high and ſolemn obligation, I do 
© promiſe, vow, and ſwear, to hold, teach and preach the fame 
« to the very laſt breath of my life, and to procare all o- 
« thers under my charge to do the like, But to the Articles 
of Religion m the Church of Exglazd ſubſcription is only 
required, without any obligation to teach, profefs or afſert 
thew, farther than they are contained in the Holy Scripture, 
or may be proved thereby to be Articles of the Faith ; or 
admitted for diſcipline and good order. And it is moreover 
to be obſerved, That his Majeſty in his Declaration. before 
theſe Articles printed 1630, though he forbids the offering 
violence to the liberal and Grammatical fenfe of theſe Articles ; 
yet he ſeems to allow a modeſt liberty (without contention) in 
putting the moſt favourable conſtruion upon them, The 
words are theſe, © Thevgh fome differences have been ill 
« raiſed; yet we take 'comfore m this, that all Clergy-men 
<« within our Realm, . have always moſt willingly ſubfcribed 
© ro the Articles eſtabliſhed ; which is an Argument to Us, that 
&« they all agree in the true literal meaning of the ſaid Arti- 
«cles: and that even in thoſe curiaus points, ts which the 
« preſent differences lie, Men -of all ſorts take the Articles 
«of the Church of Exglend to be for them 5 which is an 


_«« Argument, that none of them intend any deſertion of the 


B 2 : * Arti- 


(8) 
« Articles eſtabliſhed, Where we ſee his Majeſty took notice, 
that men of all ſorts took theſe Articles to be for them; and 
he declares, that he twok comfort therein, Which argues, that 
the impoſition was not ſtrit and rigid as to the ſenſe and 
meaning of the Articles. And though in the Synod 1640. Can.s. 
an Oath was enjoyned ; yet it was with as much modeſty and 
rendernefs, as any ſober and peaceable Subje& can deſire : for 
thus it runs, 1 A. B, do ſwear , that I do approve the Do@rine 
«nd Diſcipline, or Government in the Church of England, as 
containing all things neceſſary to ſalvation. Where two things 
are very obſervable, (x) The aſſertion is only this, That I 
do approve the Doarine, &c. the (2) Only as containing all 
things necefſary to ſalvation; for which we are referred to the 
authority of the Holy Scripture by the Sixth Article, as was 
obſerved before. 

3. As to the exd of theſe reſpe&ive Articles; Thoſe of 
Pope Piws are declared to be neceſſary to ſalvation, not only 
Neceſſutate precepti, ſed eMedii ; neceſſary as well upon the 
account of a Means as of a Precept: for the Pope declares, 
Hane (eſſe) veram Catholicam fidem , Extra quam nemo ſaluns 
efſe poteſt, * That this is the true Catholick Faith , without 
* which go wan can be ſaved, But the Articles of the Church 
of England generally are intended for a decorwm and order 
( watters of necefſary 'Faith being herein reſtrained to the 
Holy Scriptures) to keep out diſputes and vain jangling, and 
. topreſerve peace and concord in her Communion. Thus much 
* is intimated in the very Title prefix'd to thoſe Articles; bue 
much more clearly in his Majeſties Declaration before men- 
tioned, where he ſaith, ©** We hold ic moſt agreeable to our 
* Kingly Office and our own Religious Zeal, to conſerve and 
« maintain the Church committed to our charge in the unity 
* of the true Religion, and in the bond of peace, and not 
*© ro ſuffer unneceſſary Diſputations, Alterations, or Queſtions 
**tobe raiſed, which may nouriſh Fa&ion both in the Church 
« and Commonwealth, We have therefore thought fie to 
© make this Declaration, That the Articles, &c, do contain 
: « the 


UMIZ 
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© the true DoArine of the Church of England agreeable to 
«© Gods words which we do therefore ratifte and confirm, &c. 
But this is more clear in a Book ſet forth 15771. calied , Liber 
quorundam Canonum Diſcipline Eccleſie Anglicanz SS. de Concio- 
natoribus, Where it 1s ordered thus; lmprimis vero viae- 
bunt, ec. *'Let the Preachers take care, that they teach nos» 
&© thing in their Sermons, which they would have the People 


_ *© hold and believe as a matter of Religion 3 but what is con- 


*« ſonant to the Doarine of the Old or New Teftament, and 
© what the Catholick Fathers and Ancient Biſhops have ga- 
&« thered out of the ſame, And becauſe thoſe Articles of 
© Chriſtian Religion, which were agreed upon by the Bi- 


- * ſhops, 8&c. are without doubt colieaed out of the Sacred 


* Books of the Old and New Teſtament , and do in all things 
« apree with the heavenly DoGtrine contained therein : Alſo, 
« becauſe the Book of Common Prayers, and the Book of the 
<« [nauguration of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, 
«dy contain nothing that is contrary to that Doarine ; who» 
« ſoever ſhall be ſent out to teach the People, ſhall confirm 
© the authority and belief of thoſe Articles, as well by 
« their ſubſcription as in their Sermons. Qui ſecns ſecerit e5+ 
« contraria doiFrins Populum turbaverit , excommunicabitur ; 
« Whoſoever ſhall do otherwiſe, and diſturb che People with 
« any contrary Dodrine ſhall] be excommunicated. Here indeed 
the Clergy are implicitly enjoyned to preach up the belief 
and authority of theſe Articles : But withal,(1)The belief and 
authority of them is required, not as grounded upon- the 
Declaration and Sanfion of the Eccleſiaſtical Governours 
(though a hearty ſubmiſſion and obedience is due thereto in 
matters of Religion, Diſcipline, and Order, upon the account 
of a Divine precept, ) but upon their Comgruity. with the 
Holy Scriptures, according to the ſenſe of the ' Ancient Fa- 
thers. (2) That ſuch as tranſpreſs theſe Articles are puniſh'd 
(for want of good manners ) as diſfwrbers of the publick 


Peace, 
| Wherefore 


C 10 ) 

Wherefore, though the Author of the Guide im Comtrover- 

_ * Diſc. 3. ſees *, hath made it his buſineſs to ſtrain every Sentence, Phraſe, 

cap.7- and word in the Canons as well as the Articles of the Church 
of England,: to make thoſe Articles ſeem to run parallel in the 
C barge of a xew {mpoſition of Faith, with thoſe in the Creed 
of Pope Piusthe Fourth aforementioned ; yet, by what hath 
been obſerved, it is evident, that the Articles of the Church 
of England were not intended (as thoſe of that Pope clearly 
were) foran Addition to the Faith declared by the Fatkers 
at Nrce, which (with all Chriſtian Churches ) we profeſs as 
Catholicks ; but for information to dire our publick dif. 
courſes general:y as occaſion ſerves, in matters of Religion, as 
we are waited in the Communton of the particular Church of 
England, alter a deliberate and ſober Reformation ; which to 
attempt. and perform, as far as in them lies, no doubt all Bi- 
ſhops are as well obliged in dury by Chriſt's Command, [4poc. 

+ Epiſco- 2 &f 3 Cap.] as preſcribed todo ir orderly, by the 34. of the 

pos uniuſ- Apoliles Canons +. 

cujuſque | Ne: Ty 

gentis noſle oportet eum, qui in cis eſt primus, & ex1ſtimare eum ut caput: & nthil facere magni 

momenti, przter illjus ſententiam : Ha autem ſola facere unumquemque que ad ſuam pareeciam 

| pertinent, & pagos qui ei ſubfunt, 


To leave this long, though not unneceſſary digreſion; Fhis 
I»{allibiltty (in the latitude the Romen party pleads for) is 
ſo very improbable , that Mr, Creſſey (in his Neopoytiſam) was 

> not able to ſwallow it till he had ſhrunk ir up into an [x- 
aefetibility 5 wherein we can heartily cloſe with bim, And 
farall thar greet priviledge, which wake ſo much noile in the 
world; I do very well obſerve, that in many cafes they are 
glad to reſt ſatisfied with a provable Canſetence. And in ſpight 
of that Infallibilicy, They muit ſtand co the courtefie or ha- 
zard of a probable Opinion, to ſecure themſelves (according uo 
their pradice) from the peril of Idolairy. And this is ac- 
knowledged, by the Jeſvite 478. Teri, our Countryman,, in 

Edic. Leo- his TraQate de Conſcientisa Probabilt : His words are theſe ; 


dil, 1668, 6 Daid nugis ad mores, fc. What does more concern wan- 
P-387,&c, | | 6 ners 


(11) 

«qners and the ſtrifneſs of the Law of Nature, than that the 
© worſhip due to God be not beſtowed upon a Creature ; 
«and yet itis lawiu] many times, ont of a probable--Opinion 
«© only, to beſtow Divine worſhip upon the Euchariſt , and 
«<* to adore God when he is but probably latent there, For 
6 there is no true certainty ; bur only a Probability, that this 
© nnumerical Hoſt is rightly conſecrated. Firſt, It is not 
£© certain that he who did conſecrate was a Prieſt, both be- 
« cauſe it 15 not certain that_he was baptized, as alſo, becauſe 
« jt is not certain that he was (.awfnlly or) validly Ordained 
« by a true Biſhop, having an ipten:ion requiſite to that ef- 
& te&,&c. Secondly, It is nor certain that he did pronounce 
©*the words of Conſecration. If he did duly pronounce 
«them, -yer Thirdly, perhaps he had nor a due intention. 
« If all theſe things were (vubſerved) as they ſhould be, Icis 
{© not certain, in the Fourth place, that a due watter wasmade 
« uſeof ; for the Bread might not be made of Wheat. Fifth- 
« ly, Although all theſe things proceeded well and rightly ; 
« yet it is not indubitable, that the Officer to whoin the 
«cuſtody of the venerable Sacrament: belongs, did not EX-+ 
« poſe an Hoſt that was not conſecra:ed, in(tead of one that 
« was (truly confecrated) to be adored, All theſe are ge- 
& neral<, to which we may add the malice of mans hearr ,. 
« which is t00 vigorous in fome perſons. Upon thefe .heads. 
« ( ſaith he) we have known many Cheats too frequently 
« praGiſed in this matter ; and they know ir much berter, who 
©« zre employed as Judges upon the Tribunal of the Sacred 
« [nquifition, Thus far Father Teriil. | 
Now, if they of the Church of Rome have no certainty 

in their Sacraments, no cerrainty in their Sacrifice of the Al- 
tar, no cerfainty in their Prieſthood, no certainty, but they 
may commit [dolatry every day ; if they cannot be certain, 
bur the malice of their Priefts may fruſtrarce all the ſacred Or- 
dinances of God to them , and make them abſolutely null , 
though they be never ſo worthily ditp»ſcd to receive the bene-... 
fic of them: (And this is the DoGrine and Belief commzn'y 
Wains 


+FR.H.Dilſc. 
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maintained in the Church of Rome,) Th ey ſhould rather bluſh 
at ſuch an Infallibility, than Þoaſt. of any great advantage to 


be reaped from ir, For grant further, that that Infallibility 
were ſuch as they would have ir, yet they can have no ſecy- 
rity in it for ſaivation. 'Tis ſuch as a man may carry into 
Hell with him (if it proves not a means to lead him thither, ) 
where ( for ought I know ) the Devils have it as much as 


| he. And Gregory the Seventh was of the ſame mind ; Nam, 


"* uf Jacobus frater Domini teſtatur, fides fine operibus mortna 
© oft, qualem & Demones habere fatetur; Non Ergo minus 
** eſt refiſtendum pertinacibus amthenticarum inſtitutionum im- 
& pupnatoribus quam Sacre fidei wiolatoribus , cum & Demo- 
" os aſſumilentur quicunque inſtitutionem SS. Patrum in 
* fide tantum, & non etiam in converſatione pro viribus aſſe- 
© Zatur ? For-as Fames, the Brother of our Lord, doth te- 
«ſifie, Faith without Works ts dead, which kind of Faith he 
&« doth acknowledge to be in the Devils, We ought there- 
« fore no leſs to refiſt ſuch as are obſtinate impugners of Au- 
© thentick Inſtiturions ( vis. of Piety) than ſuch as do vio- 
&« Jate the Sacred Faith, ſeeing they -that do earneſtly follow 
* the inſtruction of the Holy Fathers in (matter of) Faith 
© only, and not in (a holy) converſation are like unto the 
« Devils. For this Infallsbility is reſtrained to matters of 
Faith, and that Faith is but hiftorical Cas they call it) and 
not ſufficient to ſalvation. © To the Efſence of a Church, 
*« right DoGrines in PraQticals are as necefſary as in Specula- 
*& tives, if mortal Sin excludes from ſalvation , as well as 
& 2n erroneous Faith +; as the Author of the Guide in Contro- 
verſies does acknowledge. And this is the Dodrine of the 
Council of Trext, SeſT. 6. de Juſtificatione : ©* Ss quis dixert, 
« ſola fide juftificari, ita ut intelligat nihil aliud requirt quod ad 
« Fuſtificationis gratiam canſequendem cooperetur , & nulla ex 
«parte neceſſe eſſe eum ſue voluntatis motu preparart atque 
&« diſponi, An«thema ſit , Can.g, If any man ſhail ſay, that 
« Faith alone does Juſtifie , ſo that nothing eife 1s required 


«to cooperate towards the attainment of the Grace of Juſti- 
'* fication, 
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© fication, and that it is inno wiſe neceſſary that he ſhould 
** be prepared and diſpoſed (to it) by any motion of his 
* own will, let him be accurſed. Ez.Can. rg, Sigquis drxerit, 
** nihil preceptum eſſe is Evangelio preter fidem, cetera eſſe 
© t#aiffereutia, neque precepta neque prohibit, ſed libera ; 
* aus Decem Precepte nihil pertinere ad Chriſtianos, Ans- 
© zhema ſit. If any man ſhall ſay, there is nothing command- 
* 2d in the Goſpel, but Faith; that all other matcers are 
* indifferent, neither commanded nor forbidden , but left 
**free:*or that the Ten Commandements do not concern 
* Chriſtians ; let him be accurſed. Ez? Can. 21. S2 quis 
* dixerit Chriſtam Feſum a Deo bominibus datum fuiſſe , ut 
& Redemptorem, cui fidant, nou etiam ut Legiſlatorem, cui 
6 obediant ; Anathema ſit : that is, If any man ſhall ſay, that 
«Chriſt Jeſus was given unto wan of God, as a Redeemer 
« in whom they ſhould truſt, and not alfo as a Lawgiver, 
*« whom they ſhould obey; let him be accurſed, (Which 
Canons we can readily ſubſcribe to:) From which ic ap» 
pears beyond exception, that the Infallibility pretended by 
the Church of Koeme is not to be relied on as ſufficient for 
ſalvation, * The Creeds chiefly comprehending Specula- 
«« tives, there muſt be a great body of Articles alſo of ne- 


<*<cefſary Fai h relating to PraQticals; as R. H, maintains c,x.s.,. 
in his Diſcourſe of the. Neceſſity of Church Guides, Fut p+ 


doth this Infallibility extend ro all matters of PraQical 
belief, as well as Speculative? Yes, ſaith R.H. Chrift hath 


left an Infallible Guide for Manners as well as Faith +; anda +1dp.17s 


lictie after, God hath provided by the ſame Church Amthy- 
rity to preſerve his Church in truth, and to reſtrain it {rom 
firs ; giving an equal Commiſſion to teach the ignorant, and 
fo correct the wittous, And that ſince their De@rine diveits 
our Manners, 4s well as Faith; their Infallibility # as ne- 
cefſary for things of Praftice, ws of Sprenlation. But if there 


*be ſuch an Infallibility in the Guides of the Church, not 


only in reference to points of Faith, but ro Dodrines of 


Pradtice alſo , What meanerh 6 bleating of the Sheep 
in 
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in mine ears, and this lowing of the Oxen, which | hear 2 
Of the degeneracy of the Church in his time Y. Beae writes 
thus ; © Vides quiſque nog fine lachrymis, &c. Every one 
&« ſees not without tears, into what a weak and infirm con- 
<« dition the ſtate of the Church does daily'dwindle. And 
St. Bernard, in'his time ; *© Hogte ſerpit putida tabes, &c, 
© Now-a-days an infeiious and ſpreading Conſumption 
& bath feized the body of the Church, which the further 
* ir is dilated the more deſperate it grows; and it is fo 


- £ much the more dangerous, by how much the more ins 
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«ward. Andafter him the Cardinal, Petrus de Altaco, in 
a publick Sermon at the Council of Conflans. eManifeſtun 
« eſſe, ſaith he, &c. 'Tis apparenc, that the Church hath 
*of a long time been in ſeveral reſpes deformed, and 
* not only hath (in time paſt ) but doth now extreamly 
© want a reformation as well in Faith as Manners. The 
like complaints are made in thefe our days; not againſt 
the corrupt Manners of wicked men only , . but again(t the 
New Extravagant and perniciows Dodrines , which do 
lead to, and incourage ſuch ill "Manners : witneſs what 
was lately written by Macarius Havermans Canon of the 
Church of St, Michael, Orginis premonſiratenſis, in his 
Tyrocinium Chriſtiane Moralis Theologig F, Where, in his 
Epiſtle Dedicatory to the Abbot,” writing of the (unhap- 
pily ) fertile Age into which we are fallen; he ſaiththus , 
« Out Theolegias Morales non edidit, &c, How many Sy- 
ſtews of Moral Divinity. hath this Age brought forth, 
& which are as fo many whimſical fitions and opinions of 
6 Divines, grounded upon philoſophical Arguments, ſwel- 
* Jing with curious and exquiſite probabilities, and big 
& with humane inventions. And in his Preface to the Rea- 
der he complains of the Arrogance of theſe new DoQors, 
in preferring their own Sentiments before the DoGrine of 
the Ancient Fathers, Councils, and Holy Scriptures : 
« Hinc vis ullum, ſaith he, &c. Whence it comes to paſs, 
* that in their Writings you ſhall ſcarce find any place of 

vacred 


UMI: 


( 15) 

«Sacred Scripture , or the Ancient Cotncils,” or Holy 
&« Fathers alledged z but they weigh every thing in the 
& ballance of their own underſtanding : And thus for Chri- 
* {tian Divinity ( whoſe © concluſions concerning God and 
© his Atrributes, &c. ought to be deduced from the un- 
«erring and uncontro)lſable DoGrine of Gods word, and 
* from the moſt ſecure Decrees of the Holy Fathers) they 
« ſet up a Natural Theology or Philoſophy grounded up- 
« on the Princip:es of A4rifotle and his Followers, whoſe 
« Authority they. alledge more frequen:ly than that of 
« St. Ambroſe, Jerome, Auſtin, or any other Holy Fa- 
&« ther; not to ſay they do more value them : nay, fo de- 
«yored are they to their own Inventions, that a plauſible 
« Reaſon of their own ſhall be preferr*d before the graveſt 
© Sentiments and Maxims of the Holy Fathers. 

Hereupon "Caramel! breaks out into that ingenuous ac- 
knowledgment, ** I ſpend not much time, or rather loſe 
« it not, in turning over the Writings of the Ancients. 
And gives us his reaſon elſewhere , Becauſe , ſaith he, as to 
«© Manners the Opinions of the Moderns are to be pre- 
«ferr*d to thoſe of the Ancients. For as a late Writer 
© hath it [ i» move libertatls explicatione ] the Modern 
* Schoolmen had a greater inſight into things, than the for- 
« mer. And have alſo thought fit to reje& whatſoever 
*© they approved or looked npon as not improbable : And 
&« ( ſaith he) now, who ſees not at the firſt glance, that. 
*thoſe exorbitant Tenents are ſo abhorring from the De- 
&© crees of Antiquity, that they need no confutation ; but 
© that barely to mention them is to confure them? So thar, 
«to ſpeak with St, Auſtin, I think them fitter to be be- 
«wailed by Believers, than diſputed againſt by me, Their 
©« clamours will ſooner be drewned by Prayers and 
« Tears, than by the noiſe of Arguments,: And with. 
«© out doubr we fhall do more advantage for ſuch per- 
*«ſons, if with our Prayers we endeavour their refor- 
« mation, leſt they periſh with their preat Wits, or 
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<<. vine others with their damnable preſumption. ' More- 
« over, this (lighting of the Holy Fathers is like to be 
* very pernicious to the Church; for if their Authoricy 
© be. ſo. diſefteemed and undervajued in matter of Man- 
®ners;, and that by Rozen Catholick Writers, who can 
* blame the Hereticks for not valuing their Authority in 
<< na:ters of Faith? for why ſhould they be valued in 
© watters of Faith, more than in matters of Manners * Are 
*< not Manners to be directed by the Authority of Divine 
* Traditjon, as well as Faith? Are not the Faithful as 
« well Truſtees. of the Tradition of Manners, as of Faith ? 
And a little after he exhorts his Reader thus : Pro para- 
* doxo ergo repxtamus, &c. Wherefore let us account that 
** of a late Writer for a. mere paradox (vis. ) [ Tots 
*© Theologia Moralis eſt nova} Al Moral Divinity is whol- 
« ly New. For if it be New, thenit was not delivered 
«by Chriſt, nor by his Apoſtles , nor by the Holy Fa- 
6 thers : And conſequently, neither Chriſtian, nor Apo- 
*« tolical, nor Orthodoxal ; and that which is more , nei- 
&* ther is it erue, nor geauine; but ſpurious and adul- 
© terate, and for.that reaſon not to be applauded; bur 
& condemned, not tw be «embraced , but baniſhed, nor 
« to be alledged , but exploded. Tantum enim a Weters 
© amplicitate, &c. (44 it follows 8 little after) For we 
«© bave fo far ſtarted from the Primitive ſunplicity and 
& Obedience, that there is ſcarce any Law bur is rendred 
« uſeleſs by the gloſſes of the Schoolmen, as it may ap- 
© pear, if we pleaſe to trace them in fome particular 
&« Laws: Of what preat efficacy (I pray) will that. Ec- 
« clefiaſtical Law be, concerning Anniverſary Confeſſion 
«and Communion, if it way be ſatisfied by a bare ex- 
{« rernal , - though ſacrilegious Communion and Confeſ- 
«fion? Nevertheleſs, that a man may ſatisfie that Precept 
©« by ſuch a ſacrilegious Communion, wany Schoolmen , 
« de fas, do ſtill teach. Again, of what force is thar 
© Law about hearing the Sacred Offices on. the _—_ 

* Cay, 


Any 


£ day, and other Holy-days, if that Command way be ſu- 


© tisfied only by an extergal preſence of the body ; al- 
* though during the whole time of the Sacrifice a man 
© (uff:rs bis mind voluntarily co wander and be diltza- 
£ Qed, and taken up with iwpure and filthy Cogitations ? 
«© And yet many Schoolmen teach this DoGirine. The 
« Law for the obſervation of Faſting, how unprofitable 


& jt is rendred, is very notably ſet forth by Marchantius 


« jn the Cowplaint of (his perſonated ) Sr. Tejuninm *, * Queri- 
6 The like may be ſhewed in other Inſtances. Tha far Jim b 
Havermans, By all which we ſee the fruits of this great 7A Wt 
priviledge of 4ufall}bi tty in the Church of Rowe; viz, 1. 

by their own Confetlion they have entertain'd a new Mo- 

ral + (and not the Primitive) for watters of Practice; and +5ece 29- 
in our obſeryation, they have done the like in watters of *altiw's 
Faith and Speculation, And when we find ſo great a "team 
variation, we muſt needs conclude, That either the with Wer- 
Ancient Church was not zhex; or elſe, That the preſent ©9b#u's 


' waned N 5 
Church ( which ditiers ſowuch from it) 1snot wow Infal- —_ "OY 


lible, | Latine C0 
And now the Queſtion may be pur , Which particular 575 

Church is in the more ſafe condition ? In the Church 

of England we have The Faith of cur Lord Feſus Chriſt, 

as St. Fames cel's it, ( Fames 2. 1.) we tave St, Peters 

aigor 5 band (x Peter 3, 15,) his Rationale of the 

Chriſtian hope, We have St. Pan's Depoſitum, 1 Tim. 6. gyjq 

20. and form of ſound words, 2 Tim. 1. 13, And it is Depoſit? 

undoubtedly St. Fades Faith we contend for, which, as ed 

Beza very well notes upon the place, was exce, ( and at creditum 

once) ſo delivered tothe Saints, that it ought never co be <, non 


k : -1 quod ate 
changed. That Faith which the Fathers of the Council enum, 
: Quod ac- 
cepiſti, non quod excogitaſti, Rem non ingenii,ſed dorinz. Non uſurpationis privatz,ſed 
publicz traditionis, Rem ad te perdutam, non a te prolatam,in qua non Author deb:s elle, 
fed-Cuſtos;z non-1n ſiitutor, ſed ſeftator ; non ducens, ſed ſequens. Vincent. Lirinenſs. 


of 
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of Nice profeſſed we do very heartily embrace 3 we keep 
this Faith whole and wndefiled. Bur from receivirg any 
other , we are deterred by the Sentence of the Synod of 
Epheſus. forementioned 3 ** © ui aliam fidem andent com- 
* pomere, &c. Whoſoever ſhall dare to compoſe, alledge 
* or introduce any other Faith, if he bea Biſhop or Cler- 
<« oy-man, he ſha't be degraded; if a Lay-man, excommu- 
«cated, If the Faith thus delivered were ſufficient for 
their ſalvation (in gexere fidet ) why not for ours? ' And 
herein, without all doubt, we are no leſs Infallible than 
the Church of Rome. And to the Ancient Fathers in the 
FLud.pail. mot Sacred Councils, this was their + Shield againſt all 
__ Con- Herefies, ©ud ſolo, &c. Through whoſe attraftive power 
11. 1 OMeT., . . . 
| Indecreto alone they hawe , in times paſt, drawn unbelievers to 
«164-1 the Faith, reſiſted and rooted ont Hereticks, and confirm'd 
_ ks ab the Faithful; asthe Fathers of the Council of Trent do ac- 
knowledge, If there be any other points of Faith need- 
ful to ſalvation, our 1gnorance thereof ( after a Jong and 
diligent ſearch) is both izvoluntary and ixwincible, and that 
will zotally excuſe us, | 
For that ſuperfetation of Articles by Pope Pzus the 
Fourth, we were never Baptized into them, nor can we- 
anſwer for them, The truth js, the Faith of the Church 
of England the Komaniſts can never juſtly reprehend, being 
more pure , more Primitive, and more Catholick than their 
own, and was profeſſed intirely by al! Chriſtian Churches 
before ſome Articles of the preſent Church of Rome were 
ever known to have had a being. And for part of this we 
have a pregnant acknowledgment in the Council of Trex, 
7ud. 8411, Where they ſet down this Symbolum fidet totidem werbis , 
ubi ſupra. quibus in omnibus Eccleſits legitur ; In the ſame words in 
which it is read in all! Churches : And this they ſet down 
as that principle , wherein all that do profeſs the Faith of 
Chriſt ao neceſſarily agree; (and) as that firm and only foun- 
dation, againſt which the gates of Hell ſhall never be able to 


prevall, 
This 


1M 


619) , 

This Faith (I fay) we do keep whole and undefiled 5 
bu', it ſeems, It was a foundation too narrow to bear up 
the Popiſh ſuperſtruaures of Hay and Stubble: bur yet, 
being the oply foundation ( as they conſeſs, ) and ſo firm, 
that ihe gates of Hell fhall never prevail againſt it; we 
do ſtedfaitly ref upon ic, building owr ſelves thereon, as St. Epig. Jude 
Fude direfts us, in expettation of the mercy of our Lord v-20, 21. 
Feſus Chriſt to Eternal life. Towards the accompliſhment 
whereof our Charity is ſo mach more Cathvlick than theirs, 
that (with ſome craft and ſophiſtry , though with little 
reaſon ) they take an Argument, from thence to delude 
the weak, and make them Proſeiytes to their par- 
ty. | 

For our Agendas, or watters of Praice, we have a Li- 
turgy that is full, ſolemn and intelligible, we have all 
Sacraments and Sacramentals that are generally neceſſary, 
or of any efficacy to ſalvation, And ( beſides all pablick 
Offices ) for private devotion and uſe, we have Inſtitu- 
rions, and forms of Chriſtian piety, no part of the Chri- 
ſtian Church better. Our Prieſthood and Government you 
cannot, with any truth or reaſon , deny to be Apoſtolicat 
and if our Diſcipline be in ſome inſtances collapſed from 
the ſeierity{which it obtained in the practice of the 41» 
cients, that of the Church of Rome is ſo likewiſe, And 
if we refle& upon the many diſadvantages and perils, 
which are in Their Communion, they will warrant the ſe- 
curity in ours to be far. the greater. Amongſt the aiſ- 
advantages on that fide, I reckon their half Sacraments 
againſt the expreſs letter of our Saviours Inſticution * ; * Mar. 26, 
and their Service in an #»known Tongue, contrary to the 2% _ 
expreſs diſcourſe of the ApoſtleF, Amongſt the perils, I 2,,uc. © 
muſt account (1) That of Idolatry, in the adoration of the f: Cor. 
Hoſt, (2 ) The weneration of Images: (3) And the i- 
wocation Of Saints. Secondly, Such as atife from the 
abuſes in the matter of Confeſſion and Penances, of Indul- 
gence and Diſpenſation, with many aelsfions under p—_ 
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of Revelations, Thirdly , Such as ariſe from ſeveral of 
their DoFrines, viz. That the Sacrament- does conferr 
Grace [ex opere operato] from the AQ performed , with- 
out any worthy or moral diſpoſition in the Receiver. 
That Attrition, for fear of Hell, is ſufficient, without 
Charity, to obtain Grace and pardon in the Sacrament of 


\ Penance, That in a caſe of Conſcience, I may follow a 
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probable opinion, which is more benign and gertle, and 
reje& that which is more ſafe, if it be more ſevere and 
rigid, That a man is not obliged to decline and avoid, 
Proximam occaſionem peccandi, the immediate danger of 
ſmning, though he has had ſad experience of his own frailry 
and recidivation: That the precept of Repentance does 
not bind preſently, bur only in the time of fickneſs, or at 
the poi of death, Theſe Do&rines are taught and pra-' 
Giſed , without any the leaft check of his Infellible Hy- 
lineſs. | 
of is the danger ſmall, which arifeth from the per- 
ſwaſion of their Infallibility, For from thence proceeds a; 
belief, that whatſoever they take upon them to define 
is as true as Goſpel: And what ſad work this hathmade 
in the Church of God we may obſerve from that fingle in- 
ſtance about the Sacrament, In a Council at Reme, under 
Nicholas the Second , Berewgarius was enjoyned a form of 
Recantation , wherein he - profefſed and ſwore, That the 
Bread and Wine , which are ſet upon the Altar , after Con- 
ſecration, are not only a Sacrament, but alſo the true Body 
and Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And (that the ſaid 
Body ) is not in S«crament only, but in rrarb(N.5 ) Sen- 
ſualiter manibus Sacerdetums traGari, franigi ©» fidelium 
dentibus atteri, i, e. ſenſually handled by the: Prieſt, broken 
and torn by the teeth of the Faithful. Drpreicns ſo groſs 
to unfold an inexplicable myſtery, that the Author of the 
Gloſs vpon Gratien gives his Reader this ſober warning of 
them, * Hec verba nifi ſame intelligas , in majorem incides 
© Hereſin, quam ipſe Berevgarius haebait ; 1, e. Unleſs = 
* Under 
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« ynderſtand theſe words in a ſound ſenſe, you will fall into 


« a greater Hereſie than Berengarius was guilty of. 
And upon the account' of this pretended I»falltbility , | 
might add ſome Refle&ions upon thoſe horrid Marthers, 
Treeſons, and Rebellions, which have been encouraged 
and carried on out of a belief "of the Popes Supremacy 
and Power over Princes, at leaſt i ordine ad Spiritualis, 
in order. to Church-matters ; which muſt needs make a 
redt flaw in their Allegiance, What think you of the 
Bowes Nizncio at the head of che Iriſh Army, 

Sir, if you will give your ſelf the freedom iwpartially 
to conſider - the Anſwers that are made by the Romifh 
Writers, to excuſe what-is charged upon them for theſe, 
and ſome other looſe Dodrines and pradices, you will 
find it no Fable, That their defences dwindle into mere 
evaſions. I ſhall now conclude your trouble and my 
own with. a few Animadverſions upon the whole mat- 
ter, | | 
© Firſt, That Chow hot ſoever your Zeal may grow for 
the Church of Rome ) you might have done much better 
ſervice for-the Church Cathojick, if you had continued in 
the Communion of that part:of it which is eſtabliſhed in 
this Kingdom. 

* Secondly, To uſe the word of the Ingenious Author of 
[The Notlon of Schiſme,] that for any to deſerc the Church 
of England to communicate with that of Rome, is ſuch a 
frantick humor, as for a man to quit the zeateff appart- 
ment and. exchange for the moſt fluztiſþ Rooms in the ſame 


Aopſe, © | 
"Thirdly , That you have given a ſcandal co your Bre- 
thren of the Church of Ezg/and, contrary to that Caveat 


and Admonition of the Apoſtle, x Cor. 10. 32. And he £fius ad 
that gives offence to his Brother, ſins againſt God , whoſe locun. 


handy-work he deflroys, Rom. 14. 20. He fins alſoagainſt 
Chriſt, in deſtroying him for whom Chriſt died, Rom.14. 15. 
D Fourthly, 
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.Fourthly and Laſtly, That by withdrawing your ſelf. 
from that ſubjeQion and obedience, which by the Laws of 
the Catholick Church you owe to your own Biſhop, 
Priwate , or Metropolitan , you run deſperately .into' 
Schiſme , while you are ſuperſtitiouſly ſolicitous to avoid: 
it. For © Schiſms eft contumax adverſus Epiſcopum rebellio, 
** qui quis ejus communionem deſerit, Ec. Schiſine is a plain 
'* Rebellion againſt the Biſhop, whereby a man forſakes 
* his Communion and endures no fellowſhip with him in 
* Divine matters; as Chriſtian Lupas hath it upon Ter- 
tulliant. And St, Cyprian in an Epiſtle ad Rogationum No-" 
venſem, who had been aſfronted by his Deacon, ſaith thus : 
© Hes ſunt initis Hereticoram, gc, By theſe means He- 
reticks are batched, and the endeavours of il|-minded 
&© Schiſmaticks promoteds who , that they may gratifie 
* their humorſome whymſies, do ſupercilionfly contemn 
&* him that is ſet over them: thus men depart -from the 
* Church, and ſet up a prophane Altar (that is a Conven- 
{« zicle) without (the Communion of it): Thus: they make 
&* war upon the Peace left: by Chriſt, and rebei againſt 
& Unity and the Ordinance of God. And Epift, 69. ad 
Florentium Pupianum , writing in reference to hunſelf, he 
faith thus: © Inde Schiſmats & Hereſes aborts ſunt & 
6 oriantur 6c. Hence Herefies and Schiſmes have their riſe ; 
*« whenas the Biſhop, who is but one, and preſides over the 
*« Church, is moſt preſuwptuouſly contemned ;' and the man 
« dignified with a vocation from God, is thought unwor- 
« thy thereof by men. That St. Cyprian writes thus, not 
in reference to the Biſhop of Rowe, but to himſelf and 0- 
ther Biſhops of perticuler Churches, is evinced by Gouler- 
we in his Annotations, «4 Epift. '55. #, 27, againſt Po- 
melins. | 


. With 
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With great reaſon therefore did the Cauncil of Nice 
decree, Cam. 6. * Antiqui mores ſerventur, &c Let the 
* Ancient cuſtowes and priviledges be preferved , That the 
4. Biſhop of. Alrxavdris may have the Juriſdidion and 
+ power 'of them who are in Egypt, . Lybia and Pexn- 
» Co for ſo the Biſhop of: Rome hath cuſtomarily had 


* (over his Province; ) Likewiſe alſo in Antiorhia and 
* other Provinces, - let their Priviledges be preſerved ( in- 
* violable) to their (reſpe&ive) Churches.” The Fpitowe 
* of which Canon runs thus: Super e/Zg yptum, Lybiem, & 
« Pentapolim, * Alexandrinus Epiſcopus -poteſtatem habeat , 
« & Ronanus ſuper Rome ſubditos, Item: Antiochenas alii- 


© que ſuper ſues: 5.c, Let the Biſhop of Alexeandris have V.Pandeh, 


* Authority over Egypt, Lybila, and Pentapols, and the 
« Biſhop of Rome over the Subjes of Rowe. In like 


-** manner the Biſhop of Artieh, and (all ) other Biſhops Condl. 
« over their Subje&s Cin their reſpeQive Provinces.) And #46 
Alex, Ariſtenus bath this Ghſs upon it, Unumquemgque Pa 1yiq. 


&* triarcharum, ce, Every Patriarch ought to be content 
« with his own priviledges, and not to uſurp upon any 
* other Province which was-not heretofore, and from the 
« beginning, under his power and Juriſdiftion ; for this 
« js the pride of an (unjuft) ſecular Dominion. + And in 
the Second General Council held at Conſtantinople, Can. 2, 
it is decreed thus: © The Biſhop ſhall not paſs the bounds 
* of cheir own Dioceſſts, nor confound (the priviledges of ) 
6& the Churches , bue govern themſelves according to the 
& Canons : And if we obſerve the Canon preſcribed 
© concerning Dioceſles, it is clear that: each Province ſhall 
6&« be governed by the particular Synod 'of the ſame Pro- 
«vince, as it is decreed by the Council of Nice, And 
Leo the Great had ſo great a veneration and zeal for the 
Authority. and hononr of that Synod, that inan Epiſtle to 
Anatolins Biſhop of Gonſtentinople, blaming him highly 
amovgſt other miſcarriages, for invading the  priviledges 
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reads it, 


Te (quod. 


abſir)con- 
nivente : 


and ſo applies it to the Emperour, In Sum, Concil, Tom. 1. m p. 141+ B.z, 


( 24 ) 
of the Churches of Alex.andrigand Antioch, ' he writes thus : 
«1 grieve not a little, that you are fallen-into fo'great an 
© Error as to attempt the violation of the moſt facred 
* Conſtitutions of the Canons of Nice. ws. In attempt- 
« ing to invade, after Alexanadris and: Antiocs , the dig- 
*© nities and priviledges of all other eMetropolitans: And 
blaming him for endeavouring to wheaale the moſt Chri- 
ſtian Emperour, and the holy Syed ( called by his Autho- 
rity , for the extinguiſhing of Hereſie and the Confirmation 
of the Catholick Faith) to ſerve his ambitious deſigns, 
ke tells him, * That the Synod of Nice, conſiſting of 
* three hundred and eighteen Biſhops, was ſo Sacred, and 
{© conſecrated * with ſo great a priviledge from God , that 
© whatſoever was done by any of their Councils, be they 
© never ſo numerous, who aſſembled in them, it ſhould 
© be utterly void and of no Authority, if it were dif- 
& fering from what was Ordained. by thoſe Holy Fathers +; 
And: in his Epiſtle to Martiaxus the Ewperour, blaming 
the Ambi:ion of Anatolius, as aforeſaid , he condemns 
him for this reaſon; ©* Privilegia' enim Eccleſiarum, Oc. 
&« For the priviledges of the Churches being eſtabliſhed 
« by 'the Canons of the Holy Fathers, and fixed by the 
* Decrees of the venerable Synod of Nice, are not to be 
* changed or ſhaken by any wicked attewprs of Novelty ; 
*« but to be preſerved inviolable : In which buſineſs; with 
« Chriſts help, it is neceſſary that I exert my utmoſt 
& endeavours as One inſtructed with a Diſpenſationr. And 
*jt wou!d become my guilt, if the: Sacred Conſtitutions 
& of the Fathers eſtabliſhed by the Holy Ghoſt 1jn the 
« Synod of WVice, for the Government of the whole Church 
©« of God , ſhould through wy negle& or connivence}} (which 
« God forbid): be violated or infringed, and the gratifying 
« of one Brothers humor ſhould be of more concern. to 


me 


UMI 
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© me than the common benefit of the whole Church of God. 
And in an Epiſtle to Fuvenalis Biſhop of Jeruſalem, and ' 
the reſt of the Biſhops aſſembled in the holy Synod of 
Chalcedon,, he. writes thus concerning the keeping of the 
Ordinances of. the holy Fathers, which are- fixed by invio- 
Jable Decrees in the Synod of: Nice. 5 ] adviſe, That the 
* rights of the Church may remain as they were ordained /by 
* thoſe three hundred and eighteen Fathers, divinely inſpi- 
* red. Let not wicked Ambition covet anothers Righr, 
<« nor let any-man ſeek to augment himſelf by the leſſening 
& of another, For by what aſfentations ſoever a vain ela- 
© tion may arm it ſelf, and think to ſtrengthen its inordi- 
<« nate defires by the name of Conxei/s, whatſoever ſhall be 
«* diſagreeable to the ' Canons of-the forefaid Fathers ſhall 
'© be void and. of no validity. Thus Leo the Great. 
And if there were any ſuch thing as Infallibility or Autho-» 
rity , either in this Pope Leo the Great, or in that firſt 
General, and moſt ſacred Council of V7, that Canon of 
theirs. concerning the - Juriſdiion and Priviledges of the 
Churches, is 'of- full force, and ought to be obſerved in- 
violably at this day. '' | 

Now to- apply this to our own caſe, It is evident out of 
ſeveral Records, * That the Byitannick Church was ever 5c 2,41, 
evToxipaa@, and Independent, ſubje& to no foreign Biſhop, Hiſtor. 
bue under her own Metropolitan, baving her Primacy omg? 
Headſhip, with all priviledges Ecclefiaſtical , within her te - Soo 
felf for ſix hundred: years after Chriſt, till A=ft/z the Monk, 1/4 Ch. 
cranſpreſſing that Canon of Nice, did by force of Arms ſub» 52,0 8 
due and captivate her to the See of Roxwe. The Popes printed 
Uſurpation began here in blood, with the ſlaughter of #2770 
Twelve hundred innocent and holy Monks, at Bargoy ; and __ 
all attempts to reinforce that Uſurpation, are carried on by 
methods of the like nature, . e, practices of fraud and vio- penorys. 
Jence. Nevertheleſs, as the Learned Bewerege: hath ob- Gf 
ferved, the unjuſt violaticn of that Canon, cannot preju- Concil. 


” Nice» 
dice P- 58,59» 
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dice the high and perpetual Authority of it, Wherefore 
though. the: Biſhop of Rome , ever ſince he ſent the afore- 
ſaid Auſtin hither, hath exerciſed the chief Authority 
In this Nation; yet at laſt having ſhaken off his Tyranvical 
yoak,, our Church (rhrough Gods bleſſing) doth moſt de- 
ſervedly enjoy her Ancient priviledges, by that moſt worthy 
Ordinance and Canon, preſcribed by the Univerſal Church, 
in this matter, - 

It is manifeſt then, that the Biſhop of Rowe can afford you 
no good SanfFuary againſt the Authority of that Biſhop 
and Metropolitan, whoſe Communion you have forſaken. 
What therefore $r, Hierome ſaith againſt John of Fersſ«lem, 
I nay fitly apply to the Pope of Rome, Tu qui regulas 
queris Ecclefiaſticas, & Niceni Concilis Genonibus wieris, & 
altenos Clerices & cum ſuis Epiſcopis commorantes tibi niterts 
uſurpare ; Reſponde mihi, Ad Alexandrinum Epiſcopums Pa- 
leſtinawgeid pertinet, Thou who ſeekeſt for Eccleſiaſtical 
Canons, and uſeſt the Conſtitutions of the Council of Nee, 
and notwithſtanding pretendeſt to uſurp the Governmenc 
over the Clergy of other Biſhops, tell me, what hath the 
Biſhop of Rome to do with Great Britain? Sir, from what 
hath been ſuggeſted ic is evident, that the Biſhop and 
Church of Rowe have ſhamefully prevaricated both the 
DoArine and Government of the Catholick Church, as it 
was declared and fix*d by the moſt Ancient and ſacred Ge- 
neral Councils; The Doarine, as well in watters of Faith 
as Manners; And the Government by uſurping the Juriſ- 
digionand priviledges of other Churches. 

And if (as you profeſs) you have not changed your 
Loyalty, am very apt to believe, the wicked 
Plot gow under Examination ( with many of the like 
nature) may be ſufficient to make you abhor the Come 
munion of that Church, whoſe Morals can hatch ſuch 
Monſters, and whoſe Governours do make it their buſi- 
neſs co Lowbel their pliant Creatures into deſigns of 

| Treaſon 
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Treaſon and Aſſaſſination, by the help of falſe Lights, 
Bulls and Diſpenſations ; and encourage them in the at- 
tempts by the fond app'auſe of Merit, and a Crown 
of Red Letters. In ſhort, the ſcandal hereof is ſo foul, 
it may very well become your ingenuity {( and without 
doubt 1t will cend much to your reputation and inward 
peace) to take your leave of ſuch. Company , with good 
old Facobs ioprecation , Ger. 49. 6. O my Soul, come not 
thou into their ſecret : unto their aſſembly , my Honour , be 
not thou united. And this is the Advice, which proceeds 
( though but from the common prudence, yet) from the 
kigheſt Charity of, 


S I R; 


.. our moſt affeftionate Friend, 


and faithful Servant, 


v 


L. W. 


Fawlth 


